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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent temn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 



3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213: 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 24-43 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-23 is/are rejected. 
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3)\3 Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 24-43 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected inventions Groups II and III, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) 
requirement in the reply filed on 7/16/07. 

Applicant's election with traverse of Inventions Group I in the reply filed on 
7/16/07 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that applicant feels that 
there would not be an undue burden in examining Groups I, II and III in a single 
application. This is not found persuasive because these inventions are distinct and 
have acquired separate status in the art as evident by their different classification and 
divergent subject matter. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 18 is objected to because of the following informalities: "an area when the 
element is displayed" of lines 10-1 1 of page 62 appears to contain a typographical error 
and will be interpreted to mean: an area where the element is displayed. Appropriate 
correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4-9, 11, 12, 14-19 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hososda et al. ("Hososda"). 

As per claim 1 1 , Hososda teaches an information processing method of 
displaying, on a display device, data described in a markup language and including first 
hierarchical level elements delimited by predetermined tags and second hierarchical 
level elements which belong to a range or group of elements delimited by the 
predetermined tags (fig. 6; paragraph [0101]; scene information list in XML with first 
hierarchical level elements Al and second hierarchical level elements A2) comprising a 
receiving step of receiving key-input first or second signals (figs. 3 and 6; paragraph 
[0095]; signals 22d and 22c), a switching step of switching selection between the first 
hierarchical level elements or between the second hierarchical level elements when the 
first signal is received, and switching selection between the first and second hierarchical 
level elements when the second signal is received and a selected element display step 
of displaying the selected element on the display device (figs. 3 and 6; paragraphs 
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[0094]-[0095]; a selected element display step displays the selected element in display 
area A3). 

As per claim 12, Hososda teaches an information processing method of 
displaying, on a display device, data described in a markup language and including first 
hierarchical level elements delimited by predetermined tags and second hierarchical 
level elements which belong to a range delimited by the predetermined tags wherein the 
data described in a markup language is a digital broadcasting data (paragraphs [0038], 
[0091] and [0167]). 

As per claim 14, Hososda teaches an information processing method of 
displaying, on a display device, data described in a markup language and including first 
hierarchical level elements delimited by predetermined tags and second hierarchical 
level elements which belong to a range delimited by the predetermined tags wherein 
when the first or second signal is received, the selected element display step highlights 
an element to be selected (paragraph [0094]). 

Claim 1 is similar in scope to claim 1 1 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 2 is similar in scope to claim 12 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 4 is similar in scope to claim 14 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claim 16, Hososda teaches an information processing method of receiving 
data described in a markup language and including first hierarchical level elements 
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delimited by predetermined tags and second hierarchical level elements which belong to 
a range or group of elements delimited by the predetermined tags, and displaying the 
received data on a display device comprising an identification step of identifying an 
information amount contained in each of the elements (fig. 6; paragraph [0101]; scene 
information list in XML with first hierarchical level elements A1 and second hierarchical 
level elements A2), a receiving step of receiving key-input first or second signals (figs. 3 
and 6; paragraph [0095]; signals 22d and 22c), a switching step of switching selection 
between the first hierarchical level elements or between the second hierarchical level 
elements on the basis of the identified information amount when the first signal is 
received, and switching selection between the first and second hierarchical level 
elements when the second signal is received aiid a selected element display step of 
displaying the selected element on the display device (figs. 3 and 6; paragraphs [0094]- 
[0095]; a selected element display step displays the selected element in display area 
A3). 

As per claim 17, Hososda teaches a control program for allowing a computer to 
implement an information processing method and an information processing method of 
receiving data described in a markup language and including first hierarchical level 
elements delimited by predetermined tags and second hierarchical level elements which 
belong to a range delimited by the predetermined tags, and displaying the received data 
on a display device wherein the data described in a markup language is a digital 
broadcasting data (paragraphs [0038], [0091] and [0167]). 
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As per claim 18, Hososda teaches a control program for allowing a computer to 
implement an information processing method and an information processing method of 
receiving data described in a markup language and including first hierarchical level 
elements delimited by predetermined tags and second hierarchical level elements which 
belong to a range delimited by the predetermined tags, and displaying the received data 
on a display device wherein the information amount contained in each element is an 
area where the element is displayed (fig. 6; inherent given that elements displayed 
require display area). 

As per claim 19, Hososda teaches a control program for allowing a computer to 
implement an information processing method and an information processing method of 
receiving data described in a markup language and including first hierarchical level 
elements delimited by predetermined tags and second hierarchical level elements which 
belong to a range delimited by the predetermined tags, and displaying the received data 
on a display device wherein the information amount contained in each element is the 
number of characters contained in the element (fig. 6; e.g. titles displayed). 

As per claim 21 , Hososda teaches a control program for allowing a computer to 
implement an information processing method and an information processing method 
(fig. 6; paragraph [0101]). 

As per claim 23, Hososda teaches a control program for allowing a computer to 
implement an information processing method and an information processing method 
(fig. 6; paragraph [0101]). 
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Claim 5 is similar in scope to claim 16 is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 6 is similar in scope to claim 23 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 15 is similar in scope to claim 16 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 22 is similar in scope to claim 23 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 7 is similar in scope to claim 17 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 8 is similar in scope to claim 18 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 9 is similar in scope to claim 19 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. < 

7. Claims 3 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hososda et al. ("Hososda") in view of West et al. ("West"). 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,709 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2174 

As per claim 13, although Hososda teaches a control program for allowing a 
computer to implement an information processing method and an information 
processing method of displaying, on a display device, data described in a markup 
language and including first hierarchical level elements delimited by predetermined tags 
and second hierarchical level elements which belong to a range delimited by the 
predetermined tags wherein if the selected element is a first hierarchical level element, 
said selected element display unit highlights selected element(s) (paragraph [0094]), 
Hososda does not explicitly disclose highlighting all the first hierarchical level elements. 
West teaches highlighting all the first hierarchical level elements (fig. 11 A; paragraphs 
[0108]-[01 10]). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
incorporate the method of West with the method of Hososda in order to provide users 
with a visual indication of items that are selectable. 

Claim 3 is similar in scope to claim 13 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

8. Claims 10 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hososda et al. ("Hososda"). 

As per claim 20, although Hososda teaches a control program for allowing a computer 
to implement an information processing method and an information processing method 
of receiving data described in a markup language and including first hierarchical level 
elements delimited by predetermined tags and second hierarchical level elements which 
belong to a range delimited by the predetermined tags, and displaying the received data 
on a display device comprising the amount of storage required for each element (fig. 6; 
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elements displayed require storage), Hososda does not explicitly disclose the 
information amount contained in each element is the number of bytes of data contained 
in the element. Official Notice is taken that an element having a number of bytes of data 
contained in the element is well known in the art. It would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate an element having a number of bytes 
of data contained in the element to the method of Hososda in order to encompass older 
systems given that bytes fit into the natural width of the CPU register of these older 
systems. 

Claim 10 is similar in scope to claim 20 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Oashi et al. (US 6,427,150 B1) teach a system and method for digital data 
communication (figs. 39-40). 

Luehrs (US 2003/016381 1 Al) teaches positive parental control. 

Chor et al. (US 6,141,003) teach a channel bar interface for an entertainment 
system receiving digital broadcast data displayed in an HTML browser. 

Goldman (US 6,928;652 B1) teaches a method and apparatus for displaying 
HTML and video simultaneously. 

Saito et al. (US 2002/0157094 Al) teach a display control apparatus written in 
HTML and BML (fig. 16; paragraph [0093]). 
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Inquires 



10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner L§ Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can nomnally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached at (571) 272-4063. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ivn 

Patent Examiner 
September 24, 2007 




